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A Godly Sermon, Prea- 


ched at Detford in Kent. 


The Text. 


A / Ow concerning the thinges wher- 
| of ye wrote unto me. It were good 
| fora man not to touch a woman. 
2 Neuertheleſſe to auoid fornication 
let euery man haue his wife, and let eue- 
| tj woman haue her own Husband. 


ZN thename of the Fax 
ther, che Sonne,and 
WII the holy Gholt, thz# 
;perſons c one God, 
let vs pꝛay. O gra⸗ 
tious God, and moſt 
mercitull Father, by whoſe godneſle it 
commeth to paſſe, that wee haue bene 
fafely pzeſerued from = yong & ten⸗ 
3 der 
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1. Cor. 7. 


Ver. 1 * 


ver, 2 o 
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der peres vutothis pꝛeſent houre: + are 
nom called together to ſerue ther, by fin 


pꝛayer: we moſt hũbly beſeech the foꝛ 
thy ſon chꝛiſts ſake, pᷣ thou wilt not ſuf- 
fer our minds to be negligently2 wan- 
dering about other matters, to make 
the moꝛe and moꝛe viſpleaſed ag aynſt 
vs: but ſo to oꝛder & gouern the ſame, 
by the inſpir ation of thy holy ſpirit, chat 
we may by theſe vertuous excerciſes, 
learn moe & moꝛe to moꝛtiſie c kil the 
luſts of the fleſh, to ſoꝛrow and lament 
our ſinful wꝛetchednes & miſerp, and to 
repent and amẽd our liues in luch ſoꝛt, 


as all may redound to the kingdome ok 
Chiiſt,and to 5 confuſion of Antichzift, 


to the ſetting vp ok his gloꝛy, and to the 
pulling downe, c cleane ouerchꝛo wing 


ok al ſuperſtition, falle doctrine.hereſie 


and popery: thoꝛow the fame thy ſonne 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt our Sauiour. Amen. 
JT is witten in the vij. Chapter ofthe 
firſt EpiſHe of S. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, in the beginning ofthe Chapter 
in theſe wozdes ; Nowe concerning the 
things Whereof you Wrote unto me, Cc. 


Fo 


ging ok Plalmes, with p2eaching and 


p A 3 vling 
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FN the better vnderſtanding of the A- 
poſtles mind, we haue to conſider, that 


- . | . (after the Apoſtle had pꝛeached thegoſ: 


pell to the Corenrhians, and planted a 
Church amongſt them, x was gone a- 
bꝛoad to publiſhe the glad tidinges of 
ſaluation to others aiſv,fo2 he was not 
then (as Pꝛeachers at this pꝛeſent 
ſhould be) tyed to one flock: but by the 
vertue of his commiſſion hee muſt goe 
| thozow all the wozlde) falſe Apoſtles 
entred into the Churche , who being 
puffed vp with vaine glo2ye, and affec⸗ 
tate eloquence , . ſought to bzing into 
{ ' contemptc,the ſimplicity whiche Paule 
| ». ved in pꝛeaching the Goſpell. 
Here in the very entraunce we haue 
two things to learne. Firlk, that as 
God is willing, and woulde haue all 
men ſaued, and come to the knowledge 
of his truth, and therefoze vleth meanes 
| to accompliſh it, namely the preaching 
of his golpell, which is z power of god 
to ſaluation to all chat belue. So our 
common aduerſarp the Diuell, goeth 
about like a roaring lion, not onely ſg- 
king in himſelle to deuour vs, but alſo 
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2. Tim. 3. 1. 


I. Peter. 3. 3. 
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Mat. 23.24 
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Nod. 32. 2. 
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vſing his inſtruments to deceiue vs, c 
to dꝛaw vs backward into al erroꝛʒ and 
ſuperſtition. Secddly we may here ſer, 
what a gap is opened to all inconueni⸗ 
ences,when y Miniſter oꝛ Pꝛeacher is 
from among his flocke. Paul no ſconer 


gon from Corinthus but by and by falſe 
Apoſtles labour to deſtroy p which he 


had plated, He was no ſooner departed 
from the churches of Galatia, but there 
craftilpe crept in falſe bzethzen , that 
coreiptedthe pure doctrine of Chziſt, 
and taught that the ceremonies of the 


law mult be neceſſarily obſerued. Moi 


.. 


ſes no ſooner gone vp into the moun- 


tain frõ the people of Iſrael, to receaue -- 


the law at the Lo2ds hivs,but the peo- 
ple fall by and by to Jdolatrye and vn- 
godlineſſe, And Paul ſemeth to warne 


the elders of Epheſus concerning this 


matter alſo;whenhe ſapth: Take h#de 
therefoze vnto pour ſelues and to all 
the flocke, whereof the holy Ghoſt hath 
made vou onterſ#ers , to feve the 
church of God, which he hath purcha- 
ſed with his owne blood. Fo2 J knowe 
this, that after my departure ſhal gree- 
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nous wolues enter in among you, not 
ſparing the flock, O that our Non re- 
ſidents would but conſider this: O that 
they which giue them liberty to ſinne, 
would weigh chis, then mens conſcien⸗ 
ces ſhould not be ſo clogged with ini⸗ 
quitie vngodlines as they are. Then 
gods people ſhould be better inſtructed 
fed t loked vnto, in reſpect of their ſpi⸗ 
ritual paſture, than eyther nowe they 
are, oꝛ hitherto haue ben, God in mer⸗ 
cy if it be his will and pleaſnre bꝛing it 
to paſle. But to returne, theſe falſe A- 
poſtles that had thꝛuſt in themſelues, 
among the Corinthians after Paules 
departure, did not onelye as befoꝛe J 
ſayd, bꝛing into diſliking, Paules plain 
and ſimple kinde of teaching, but alſo 
indeuoured to intangle with vayne and 
fooliſhe queſtions, the mindes and con⸗ 
ſciences of the Corinthians, and albeit 
the Corinthians did harken much vn- 
to them: vet it appeareth that they did 
not vtterly ſhake off that authozity and 
credit which they had of Paul, # there- 
foze they demaunded Pauls-iudgemee 
concerning ſuch matters, as the falſe 
ER Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles and Pꝛeachers went about to 
perſwade thẽ in: e here by the way one 
thing is taught to you cõmon people, v 
you recegue not as truth cuery thing p 
euerp one ſpeaketh, fo; all is not golde 
that gliſterech,but try the ſpirits. whe⸗ 
ther they be ol God, yea oz no, # agapn: 
pꝛoue all things, but retaine only ſuche 
things as be geod, you haue fo pour in⸗ 
ſtructiũ in this behalle cõmandement 
of our Sauiour Chult, ſearch 5 ſcrip⸗ 
tures: & alſo that notable example of » 
men of T Heſſalonica, who received the 
102d with all readines, & ſearched the 
[ſcriptures dayly whether theſe thinges 
were fo, The queſtions which the Co- 
rinthiãs pꝛopaſed, were(as map plain⸗ 
ly be pꝛouꝛd by the circũſtances of this 
chapter) concerning ſingle life, che due⸗ 
ly of mariage.Belſides of diſcozd ⁊ diſ⸗ 
ſentiõs in mariage, of mariage between 
5 faithful c vufaithful,of vncircũciſing 
the circũeiled of ſeruitude,of virginity, 
& ſecond mariage. Df all theſe at this 
pꝛeſent it is impoſſible to ſpeak. Ther · 
foze we will veale only with Þ two firſt, 
chat is concerning ſingle like, and the 
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dueties of married folke, of which two 
popntes the Apoſtle doeth largely in- 


- , treat,iny 9 firſtverſes of this chapter. 
To dcale with any other curious diui⸗ 


ſion of the text, I minde not, koꝛ that J 
ſee it wil be the moꝛe p)oficable fo2 you, 
the moꝛe ſimply J veale herein: J will 
theref92e take the woꝛds as they lye, 
and expound them, bꝛiefly withall :de- 
liuering vnto pou, ſuch obleruations of 
doctrine and chriſtian inſtructions, as 
God by his lpirit ſhall reueale vnto me. 
In the beginning of my text, are theſe 
wozdes. Now concerning the thinges 


&c, The Apoſile had in ſome of the 


. Chapters befoze goyng, and eſpecially 


in the latter end of the 6, Chapter, in- 
treated of a certaine diſeaſe , named 
foznication: foꝛ this ſicknes he appoin⸗ 
tech in this Chapter a donble remedie: 
the one is marriage made in the feare 
of God: the other is the gikte of chaſti⸗ 
tie: o2 ſole life pꝛoceeding from God. 
The Apoltle ſaith that the Corinthi- 
ans did wiite vnto him about certaine 
matters. By whiche it maye bee ga⸗ 
thered, that it was a cuſtome in- thoſe 


„ dapes, when dat ke and doubtful cauſes 


did 
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did ariſe, by w2yting to dematind the 
iudgement of the diſciples & apoſtles 


of Chꝛiſt: who being taken out of this 


life, afterwards they went foz counſaile 
to holy Biſhoppes and learned Fa⸗ 
thers „ which cuſtome as it was 
commendable, ſo being abuſed, it en⸗ 
gendꝛed a certapne tyzannte, Foz the 
Biſhop of Rome ( whole iudgement 
was ſundzy times aſked) begin by that 
meanes, to vſurpe Lozdſhippe and rule 
ouer the congregations of Chyiſt, as 
as though nothing ought to be accoun⸗ 
ted ſubſtantiall and true without his 
aduiſe, a very pꝛoude and ambitious 
kind of dealing. But let that paſſe. It 
is moſt ſure that the Corinthians did 
wꝛite vnto him, and wee haue the ſub⸗ 
ſtance and matter of their queſtions: 
pet concerning the manner and kozme 
thereof, there is muche controuerſte; 
Loꝛd God what a ſtitre Chryſoſtome 
and Hierome do inthat behalfe keepe. 

It ſhall be ſuperfluous ta rehearſe their 
ſayinges and reaſons ,'foz that they 
make adoe where none needeth, and be⸗ 
ſides the time may be ſpent in moꝛe no⸗ 
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ceſſarp and profitable matter. Moꝛeo⸗ 
uer, to reaſon ok thinges doubtekull, 
his „ when we haue thing es certayne &ſure 
aile | befozeoureycs, is meere vanitie and 
Fa⸗ ſmacketh ſomewhat of fooliſhnes, Dn- 
vas j; in theſe wozds we haue foz our lear- 


en- ning to marke: firſt, the willingnes of 
the the people, and the deſtre that they had 
ent to be inſtructed in matters ok truth and 
hat religion, & therekoꝛe ſent, to Paul their 
ule queſtions, requeſting to haue his an- 
a8 ſweares thereto, Secondly, the great 
in⸗ care that Paul had to doe good to all 
his maner of men by all meanes poſſible, 
us who beſide that he had taught them in 
Jt % his pꝛeſence, doth nowe notwithſtan- 
d ding, as a token of the cantinuance of 
th* his good will towards them, inſtructe 
82 them allo in his abſence by wyting. I 
ne we nowe apply this to our tyme t age, 
e. and compare our miniſters & people, 
ne with this people and their pꝛeacher, we 
e. ſhall find as great oddes and as much 
ir difference as is betwixt white & black, 
WP | Fo! (that J map deale firſt with the 
ez people, they had ſome knoweledge of 


God:) ours altogether want — 
| 0 
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of God awd-ccovlineſſe.; they laboured 
to increaſe ia all knoweledge: wee re- 


mapne in all ignoꝛance and darkenes: 


and it any wouid reach vs his hand, to 
dꝛame vs out ofthe futh and myze of 
ſinne, we account him our greateſt ene⸗ 
mie, There was amonget them, by 
reaſon of diſtipline, ſeuere ꝑpuniſhment 
of ſinne: and by that meazes alſo god- 
lines oflife and holines of conuerſati⸗ 
on: fo; lacke of it among vs, the budle 
is giuen to all maner ot᷑ iniquitie, and 
all kind of uvngratiouſnes and vngod⸗ 
Ines, doth wuhout punichment rule x 
raigne amongſt vs. Now concerning 


the miniſter, he pꝛea chen vnto them: 


ours reade to vs, and ſcatſe that, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to knowledge: hee pꝛoliteth them 
both by pꝛeaching and wziting: ours 
neyther of thoſe wayes doe any good; 
he able to teach, and that which hee re⸗ 
quireth sf others, was in himſelke, foz 
he was able to ſtoppe che mouthes of: 


the aduerſaries: ours are fo2 the moſt 


part, blinde guydes, ſleepie watchmen, 
dumbe dogges, and as the Pꝛophete 
Zacharie rightly calleth thẽ, idle ſhep⸗ 
heardes, nap rather Idols * 
02 
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Fe? they haue a mouth and ſpeake not, 
chey haue eyes & ſee not, they haue cars 
and heare not, they haue noſes and ſinel 
not: they haue handes & touch not, they 
haue feete and walke not, neyther make 
they a ſound with their theatithey that 
make them arelike vnto them, and ſo 
are all that cruſt in them. A lamentable 
caſe, that they that ſhould guide other, 
are themſelues to be guided, becauſe 
they be blinde:and that they that ſhould 
leade other, are ſo lame, that they can 
not goe on their feete: nay J woulde 
to God there were not, chat to the lacke 
of knowledge in thẽſelues, adde innu⸗ 
merable heaps dt vices:ſome ruffians, 
ſomewhozemõgers x dzunkards, ſome 
blaſphemers, + ſome ſpotted with this 
publike crime, ſome wich that, whereby 
they not only purchaſe vuto themſelues 
an euil repoꝛt and rumo? to goe of the, 
but allo cauſe Gods name & his Gol⸗ 
pell to be euill ſpoken of. So that yore 
may ſee how farre our mintfers are off 
fro being like Paul, who they ought in 
this caſe, æ other poynts alſo to follow 
as far foꝛth as by Gods ſpirit they ſhal 
be aſſeſled:but as there is no agreement 
betwixe 
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betwixt light and darkenes: ſo there is 
nat in any reſpecte almoſt any likenes 
betwixte him and them: agayne, where 
as Paul if his iudgement were aſked, 
concerning matters of faith and religi⸗ 
on, was able to giue ſound and ſincere 


iudgement, accoꝛding as Gods trueth, 
which allo is required in euery one 


that taketh vpon him the office & name 
ok a miniſter, theſe in ſuch caſes are ſo 
farre off from executing any parte of 
their function, that you were with the 
Romanes as good goe to the geele of 
the Capitall ot Rome, oz els with the 
Iſraelites aſke tounſell at pour ſtocks, 


and haue your ſtaffe teach you. Marry 


in deede if you deale with them fo2 kee- 
ping a gelding oꝛ a hawke, fo dꝛeſſing 
a garden, oꝛchard oz bowling alley, foz 
tabling oz carding, 02 any ſuch other 
fooliſbnes and vanitye, they will # can 
behaue thẽſelues moſt cunningly : ney⸗ 
ther would J haue any to gather here⸗ 
upon, that in a generalitie J condemne 
all. Foz J knowe that in this realme, 
there are many both godly and learned 
my meaning is, þ the greateſt number 
| and 
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and common ſoꝛt are ſuch, as tontinu⸗ 
all experience at this dap to the great 
grieke and ſozrowe of the godly, too too 
p lainely declareth. The Loꝛd put into 
the harte of Pꝛnce and Pagiſtrates, 
to remoue theſe, and ( if it bee his will) 
to ſee ſuch placed in his vyneyard, as 
map haſten in his harueſt. But to ler 
this paſſe, and to intreat of thoſe mat- 
ters, which ſpecially concerne- the 
cauſe foꝛ which we are at this pꝛe ſent 
aſſembled, The Apoſtle ſayth, lc were 
good for a man, not to touch a wo- 
man. The meaning is not, that mar⸗ 

riage by Gods inſtitution is euill oꝛ 


wicked: foꝛ that were intoller able blaſ* 


phemie it any ſhoulde ſo ſay: but that 
marriage, becauſe thoꝛowe mans coꝛ⸗ 
ruptions it bzingeth cares & troubles, 
is not erpedient, J iudge this wozde 
(good) to bee taken (not as Ierome a= 
gainſt [ouinian taketh it, foʒ þ whiche 
is contrarie and againſt euill,as he too 
childiſhlp and peeuiſhly, by the leaue of 
ſo great a father doeth take it, and as 
Tertullian (ſomewhat betoze him did 
take the ſame alſo,) but fo2 expedient æ 

i p2ofitable, 
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p2ofitable, as in other places ofthe 
ſtripture, it is lykewiſe vſed, And this 
rule ot ba ul is to be underſtood of ſuch, 
as vpon whom the Loꝛd hath beſtowed 
5 gitt of chaſtitie, not only ot bodie but 
alſo df minde. Foz albeit there are ſome 
good interpzeters, that apply it gene⸗ 
rally to thoſe thꝛee kind of Eunuches, 
o; chaſte perſons, whereof our Saui⸗ 
dur Chitit ſpeaketh, yet am not J of 
chat yr — chat many otherwiſe 
chaſt in body, haue not with ſtanding 
their minds & vnderſtanding defiled w 

vnnatural luſts & cocupiſcence , which 

befozeour God is a great & a greuous 

ſinne. So then Paul addꝛeſſeth himſelfe 

in this place to ſpeake to ſuch as haue 

pure hearts and clean bodies, which is 

either hardly oz not at all found in any. 

Fo2 who can ſay, my hearte is cleanc 
befoze God, and this may playnely ap⸗ 
peare vnto vs by that which followeth. 

Neuertheleſſe, to auoyd fornication, 
let euery man haue his wife, and let 
eucry woman haue her own huſbid, 
and againe, ifthey can not abſtaine, 
let them marrie, for it is better ro 
a Marie, 
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marrie, then to burne.To make this 
moze plaine by a ſimilitude „ Jf one 


ſhould lay after this maner: It is good 


for a man neither to eate, to drinke, 
nor to ſleepe: vnleſſe he were well vn- 
derſtood, he ſhould appeare to ſpeake 
very abſurdely, becauſc he ſeemeth to 
take away all ſuch neceſſaries, as 
whereby God hath appointed mans 
life to be mainteined: pet the partie ſo 
ſaying, doth not diſpꝛayſe meat and 
d2inke, and ſleepe, as things noyſome 
and hurtfull, but meaneth p we ſhould 
liue moze godly, if being freed fr theſe 
pꝛouocations, we gaue our ſelues who- 
ly to p conſideration ofheautlp things. 
Fo mote then the competent and nerd⸗ 
full ſufficing of our nature, what⸗ 
ſoener is giuenvnto theſe, is dimini⸗ 
ſhed from the ſpirit, Euen ſo the A- 
poſtle doth not condemne marriage in 
this ſaping, as euill oz wicked, but be⸗ 
cauſe many lettes and ſtops axe found 
in fleſhly marriages, he ſaith It were 
good not to be married, fo) that doth hee 
vnderſtand by touching of a woman, as 
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ſeene take it. It follo wech, Neuert ho- 
ſeſſe, for the anoydeng of furnication, & c 
In theſe woꝛds the Apoltle cãmandeth 
{ich as are vnchaſt, to run to che reme⸗ 
die p God hath appointed:foz although! | 
the ſentence ſeeme ta be vuinerſall, vet 
it oght ts bereſtrained unto them, who 

_ feele themſelues by à tertaine necdful- 
nes to bepyckey forward; In this be⸗ 
halfe no law can be preſcribed, neither 

> |" can we iudge one of anocher, but euery 

„ man ſhould hee a ſufficient witneſſe to 

1 himſelfe, becauſe in himſelfe he frelerh 
1 the infirmities and pꝛickes of the fleſh, 
and albeit there appeareneuer ſo many 
ſtops # lets in marriage, vet this muſt + 
all vnderſtand, to whoin God hath not 
giuen the rift ol chaſtitie ( andand ſo by 
that meanes nat able ta witchſtand the 

pꝛickes ol the fleſh)that this comman- 
dement is by the Lov lapde vpon their 
moulders as a burden to beare, which 

il it be not perkoꝛmede leeing that God 
hath appointed this as a remedie az 
gainſt ſinnt ) chey commit grie nos int- 

quitie, and b that their dealing heape 
nta themſelues wꝛath agaynſt the day 
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A Godlie Sermon, 


of the Lozd, Moreouer the place ofthe 
Apoltle mult not he ſo vnderſtoode, as 


\/ thaugh this were the onely cauſe; why 


marriages ſhould be made, but this is 


his dꝛilt, not ſonnich to ſhew fo; what 


cauſes marriuga was ozdemed, as for; 
what perſons it mas fit and neteſarie, 
koꝛ it we haue reſpeet unt o the time ot 
the firſt inſtitutidn, would not bea re⸗ 
medie ſeꝝ v diſeaſe ſohich yet was/ not 


meane ſin) but iti was oꝛdeynen fo? 


the pꝛucet atiã of childꝛen, the increaſe 
of. man kind, and the mutuall ſocietie v 
the one ſhould haue of the other: c after 


mans fal the ſecdnd nſe was added. To 
1 Land ppan the tearmes. rmcation 
cadulierie, the differences betwirt 


them, we ſhall not neede, becanſp:it ia 
mot curious chen neceflary;#:thigwe 
ſee h the ſrripture doth as wel vlt j vne 


as che other tearm in many places; foꝛ 
all aucha t a viiſaber behautaur et our 


ſelues, either ta bodie oꝛ mind. This is 
12 out oc this place to be gathered, 
augh che worb make little account 
1 wickevnes, yet it is a 
1 2 finbefores maieſty uf gon, which 
1 B. 2. euident⸗ 


Agodly Sermon, g 
euidentlꝑ appeareth; betauſe hee will 
haue thole chat are his; tu ſhun and ſlye *, 
from the lame. I chis be not ſuffirient, ) 
caſt but your cies vp to the latter end os? p 
the koꝛmer chapiter, and ſee how hay - 
nous a.crime the Apoſtle-maketh-itz £5 
there he warneth them tolle foznicas -©* 
tion, the reaſon wherebyhe would dil⸗ % 
dwade chem from cha lime, is taken | ** 
from the notojiouſnes mm grieudul- ©" 
nes ob che kact. Foy lauch he, curry fine 4 
that a tha#daeth ; without the budy pl: 
but beit hal committterhᷣ fornication;fins ue 
Hetbrupainfhic one bodit,; that it td | 
ſap, he niozepollithhis dwne bodiey cb. 
then he that commitceth any other: ſin; 
It un will not ſerue, haue an eye vn» Art 
tu thoſypaniſhmentswhith- Sod hach mt 
appointed vnto thoſe? wicked: contem⸗ 
ners anv bꝛeakers ot his odinauntes pl: 
is puniſhments are two folve, epcher die 
tempozallo} perpecugl. Thel perpte- 2 
tuall puniſhment ol Gov; is that vur⸗ 
ning lake of fire and dimſtone, which 
is pꝛepared oz the viuiil e his angels, 
vherc ſhalbe weeping; wayling g 
gnaching ok teeth, mathont(fapthitohn | * 

in 15 in 1 
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A odliſe Sermon. 
in his reuelation) /rat be dogs and in- 
channters, and mhoremongers, and mur- 

9 therers,and idalaters, and mhoſoruer lo- 
eth and mekgth lyes: and the Apoſtle 
Paul faith, nom ye not that the vnrigi 
teonus ſhall not inherite the kinpdome of 

God. Be not deceiued, neither farnica- 
tours, nor idolaters, nor adulterers; nor 
baggerers, nor thienes, nor conetons nor 
arunkards, nor-raylers, nor extortioners 
fhall inherit the kingdom of God:which 
places are to bevniderſtood of ſuch ma · 
ner of men, as are the ſeruants ot ſin, 
ant: ſold to make wickednes, © die in 
the lame wout harty and vnfaigned re⸗ 

J pentance.I)is-cempo}all pumſhments 
are-atſo of two ſdztes : epther in thoſe 
which he lapeth vpon the comnutters 
of ſuch wickevnes,of himſelfe: as war, 
plagues, peſtilences, ſickenes, pouer⸗ 

tie x luch icke, which dying his childzen 
to a conſideration of their faultes, and 
| beholding of his mercie, but haue in 


che wicked and repꝛobate a contrarie 


/ effect and operation. and in the 26. of 
| Geneſis mt may ſee that Abime lech 


| klug ol Gerat, mate a lam concerning 


in 06 6 B.3. this 


— — 8 — 


A Godlie$ermort 
this mattter, that whoſoeuer did touch 

the man oz his wife to the bzeaking of 
wedlocke, ſhould vie the death. Uerily it 2 
may appeate toall(vnleffe they be wil ⸗ 5 
fully blind) that we in the cleare light ot | a 

Y Goſpel, are far woꝛſe in this matter, 
then they which were vnder the law ok 
naturezbeſdze the lam of God witten 1 
was giuen fo the gouernement ofs «| 
peopte. But it ſuch as God hath ap ⸗ 4 
pointed his officers and miniſters on n 
earth; to execute ſuch notaxious offru- 4 
ders and tranſgreiſlers of his law, who | © 
o:cht to deal in che puuiſhmeut of ns Þ 
fin, as God himſelfe appomteth, not 2 
— Popes canons ꝓrũtilentiy pꝛeftri-4 2 
beth: that is to ſay, tu @whozedomr#s I £ 
adultcry puniſhed wpdeath;as the n 
i himſelfe willeth,+ not fo ſlighely paſſed 
1 auer looked vnto as at this day it is. 
In v lam ut haue theſe woꝛds repeated | } 
tmiſe fo fapling, I he mam that com 
mitteti aululterir with an other mm | | 
- wife, becauſe be bath commited allutte> | l 
= kk tic with hisneighboxr3 wife, the aduitt>» | | 
rer and adnlcereſſe ball dri he death: | | 
| 
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$ magiſtrates e penple of Iſrael were, 
it appcareth in chat they were ſo ready 


to put to death that innocent Suſanna: 


e wil pea in ʒᷣ verylaw ot nature, it hath bin 


ght ok | 
atter, 


after that ſame maner puniſhed as ap⸗ 
peareth in Genefis;when we tende that 
Judah contemneth his vaughter in lam 
Thamar, becauſe ſht was an adulteres, 
calthough he himlelſe giuing ſentence 
againſt her, kuem not that he han tom⸗ 
mitte d ſin wich her) to be burned. But 
J lenow this iudgemẽt will nat be liked 
of ſome, but it ſkillech not, fox. I come 
not to pleaſe men, koꝛ if J ſhould ſo do, 
J could not be the ſeruant of Godzthis 


J dare ſpeake, e to all, of what ſoꝛt x 


tonditton ſd euer they be, inp ſtrength 
of gods ſpitit I dare vtter it. p the lack 
of diſtipline is the ocraſion ol this lin, 
e is in ſome ſoꝛt vy wicked & vngovly 
perſons eut as it were defended, affir= 
ming it is but a knack of youth, a piece 


ok good fellowſhip, ox if not vefruded, 


pet the puniſhment diminiſhey, and the 


faulcesteſſened how as in time hereto⸗ 


koꝛe it hath bene: fo the ſcribes c pha⸗ 
tiſes affirmey that ik a man kept his 
body cleane from actuall ſinne, he could 
not 


A Godlie Sermon. 
not be an adulterer oz. foꝑnicatour:and 
no maruayle though che people were 
cally induted boch tu teceyue and be⸗ 
leene this opinion. Foz beſides that it 
is plauſtble to ſleſ and bloud, i ſcr ibes 
and pharifces themſelues, the authoꝛs 
of it, were in thoſe dayes men of great 
countenance and eſtima tion, euen as 
Abbottes and Cardinals in the Papa⸗ 
cie, oꝛ ( that I may ſpeake moze fami⸗ 
Uuarly and playnely) like to our Lozb 
Biſhops amongſt vs, yet notwithſtan⸗ 
ding their crevit,Chiſt ſetteth himſelf 
againſt them, not onely ſhewing howe 
coꝛruptely they had expounded the 
lawe, but alſo opening thc true ſenſe & 
meaning thereof, Sothat this is ma- 
niteſt, that though the woꝛlde account 
neuer ſo little of this wickednes, know 
vou pet the Loꝛde eſteemeth both the 
thought, wiſhing e the deed doyng to 
be great e grieuous ſinnes, and there 
foze ſo expꝛelly hath fozbidven it, æ ap⸗ 
pointed ſo greuous puniſhmẽts fo? it. 
Not that I meane that hee which ſin⸗ 
neth in thought, ſhaulde by the Pa⸗ 
giſtrate bee put to death ; as well 15 


A Godlie Scrmorn..* 
he that doth the filthy fact in body: fo2 
that were with the Pelagians, Jouia⸗ 


N niſts, and Stoiks, to make ſinnes e⸗ 


Vgquall, which opinion ot theirs J vtter- 
ly diſlike and deteſt. Foꝛ in reſpecte of 
circumſtaunce,one ſinne may be grea⸗ 
ter then another, and ſo deſerue a ſhar⸗ 
per puniſhmente, but to teach you ac« 
coming to the truth of gods law, that 
you ſhould not think thoſe ſins ſmall, 
which Gods ſpirite accounteth verye 
great(and inded, without repentance, 
make a perpetuall ſeparation betwene 
the Lozd and vs) and alſo to declare, 
that we ought hartily to wiſh, and ear⸗ 
neſtly tp pꝛap, that Gods lawe, accoz⸗ 
ding to his will, wich as much ſpeede 
as might be, and in as ſtraight a man⸗ 
ner as he hath commaunded, might be 
put in execution, to the puniſhing of 
the wicked, and che comfo2t of the god⸗ 
ly. Neyther am J ignoꝛant howe ſome 
both haue and will kick againſte this 
doctrine, thinking that though it were 
ſo ſeuerely puniſhed in the old law a⸗ 
mong the Jewes, yet it ſhoulde not bee 
NY vs. To __ J coulde eaſtlye 


Peeld, 


A Godlic Sermon, 
yeld,if they were able to pꝛoue, eyther 
God himlelke the Lawgiuer, to be mu⸗ 


tablewhich is impoſſible, oz elſe the 


lam not to appertaine to vs, whiche J 

think they are not able to doeꝛoꝛ elſe if 

they were able tu pꝛeſeribe a better o 

der of politike gouernmẽt, th God him 
kelk, N authoꝛ of al wiſdome, hath alrea · 

dy (ct aut, which were pꝛeſumptiõ and 
blaſphemp intollerable, foꝝ by ᷣ means 
fleſh e blood ſhould be, it not exalted be- 
foze i maieſte ot God, yet made cquall 
vnto him. But ſeing p they are not able 
to pꝛoue any of theſe points, it remay- 
neth, chat vnles they wil be iudged kro⸗ 
ward x obſtinate, they conſente to this 
truth. c acknowledge Þ ſame. But they 
are ſd far frũ vteldiug to it, vᷣtheyſpare 
not to ſet thẽſelues againſt it, Fo2 did 
not Chꝛiſt ſay they, ſay ta the woman 
taken in adultry, Got thy way & fin no 
moe, ⁊ Paul did not kil with the lwoꝛd 
bitt excõmunicate by che word, the ince? 
ſiuous perſon at Corinth. Ther loꝛe foꝛ⸗ 
nit atiũ, avultery ſc.is not ſo ſtraightiy 
to be puniſhed as vou would hatie it. A 
will anſwere bꝛerfely; and for bꝛeuities 
GREY wil omit manp neceſſary 
n 
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A Godlic Sermon. 


in theſe two examples, which otherwiſe 
if I might ſtand long vp on, they were 


: worthy of the noting, x firſt fo; Chꝛiſts 


example, thus J aunſwere,y execution 
of the law foz puniſhing adultery with 
death, did belong to p ciuil magiſtrate, 
now Chit was none, as plainly appe⸗ 
reth bythis ſaying: Man who made me 
a iudge 02 a deuider ouer you , ſpoken 
to one thatwould haue had him to haue 
commanded his bꝛother to haue diui⸗ 
ded the inheritãce with him: and again 
by that which he ſpake to Pilate, Py 
king dom is not of this wozlo. So then 


bercauſe Chiſt was not a ciuil Magi⸗ 


ſtrat, he would not take vpõ him to put 
y in execution he had nothing to do 
with, withal teaching vs to we be con 
tent w our vocation, # kepe our ſelues 
within ÿ boſws therof, # this mapſerue 
fo anſwere to hᷣ example. No concer 
ning Paules dealing, wee haue thus 
much to note; that there was th, fo far 
as canne be gachered, no Chʒiſtian ris 
ler, that might take vppon him to exe⸗ 


cute this lawe; in his full ſoꝛce, and 


pet rather then ſinnt ſhouldebe vnpu⸗ 
niched, and wickedneſſe winked — 
| Paule 


A Godlie Sermon, 
Paule woulde vſe the diſcipline of the 


Church, & deliuer the inceſtuous per 
ſon ouer to Sathan foꝛ a time. Tould 


to God, that if ſo bee the Pagiſtrate 
neglect his duetye in puniſhing this 
ſinne, in ſich ſeuere manner as Gods 
law appointeth, pet wee mighte haue 
ſome Paules and Elders in euerye 
Congregation, ehat would 'vſe 5 fozce 
of the woꝛd, and ſeuerity ol Diſcipline 
Eccleſtaſticall,to the beating down ol 
this, and all other like hoꝛrible vices. 
But allthis notwithſtanding, it is la⸗ 
mentable to be conſidered, and no god⸗ 
ly man can without teares behold, the 
fond and ridiculous puniſhment of this 
ſinne vled in thele dayes. To be pꝛic⸗ 
ked in a ſhelte, oꝛ pinned in a blanquet, 
and to ſtand in the Church, oz in ſome 
Market plate, oꝛ carted choꝛowe the 
Towneʒ is the molt gretuous cenſure 
of all: aud yet in my iungemente, as: 
good left vndone, kz it is the beſt waye 
that tan be, to make ſuch as haue little 
ſhame in chem, ro bes altogether paſt 
ſhame, J will not lay altogether pat 
write: aus pet this binn ne puniſhment 
belongerh 
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A Godlie Sermon, 


belongeth to the payer ſoꝛt. Ik riche 
| 4, ones finne, they are puniſhed by the 
; y parſe, fo2tie ſhillinges foxcommutting 


ſuch an acte is iudged a great puniſh- 


ment. Ifthis be not a maintaining of 


ſinne, I know not what is. Foz what 
vicious o2 ſenſuall man is there, that 
willefc his diueliſh pleaſure,ifhe may 
achieue it fo) money. Beſide that they 
which are puniſhed after that maner, 
fo2 want of the execution of gods lawe, 
fall often into one and the ſelfe ſame 
ſinne. So that ſinne aboundeth, and in⸗ 
iquitie raigneth ſo much, that wee in 
this age, are comparable herein in a 
maner, wich all che foꝛmer ages of the 
wodld, which ſurely in my invgement 
commeth to paſle becauſe that maner 
of puniſhing ſinne, whiche God hath 


- preſcribed is-neglected, and an other 


which man hath deuiſer, ſer in p place 
and ſtead'thereof, DYon'ſ#the abuſe 
hereof. ÞP1aphartilye that God woulde 
red2eſle this, and all other abuſes re⸗ 
mapning pet amongſt vs. 
It kolloweth, Let euery man haue his 
own wife, t. By generall vottrine, is 
oe 37 + abt in 
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A Godly Sermon. 


in theſe woꝛds delwered vnto vs, plain 
ly pꝛauing vᷣͥ marꝛage doth belong to al 
ſtates, ſoʒts, and kinde af men, as well 
miniſters as cõman people, contrary ta 
that doctrine of Diuels, by papiſts de⸗ 
fended,who fpꝛbid martage to ſuch ma⸗ 
ner ol mt. But as this place doth plain 
ly ouerthꝛow that their opinion, ſo doe 
manye other boch Examples and teſtis 
monies in haly ſcripture, whiche fo a 
uoyding of tediouſnes, I willinglye 64 
mit, Dnelp one as general as this, A 
think god to rehearſe, in the Epiſtle ta 
the Hebꝛues we haue this ſaying; Mar 
riage is honozable among All men, and 
the bed vndeſtled, as fo2 hozemöõgers 
and adulterers God wil iudge, vou ſw 
by theſe wo ds (beloued)that in the As 
poſtles iudgement, martage is hono⸗ 


rable among all men, of what conditis . 


on ſoeuer they be, ſo that to koꝛbid it in 
ſome, is great and greuous iniquitye, 


ſeing that God hath eniopnen al. p haue 


not the gjfte of chaſtitye oz ale like, to 
vle mariage, as a notable: emedye ta 
put away the act of Foꝛmsation, with 
the luſt oz concupiſcence thercok. And 
as out of theſe woꝛdes agenerall leſſon 
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A Godlie Sermon, 


| is giuen to all to marrie, if it bee in the 


Lozd. So a man cannot without greet 
| conſtver the hoꝛrible ſinne, and without 
hoꝛroꝛ ſpcake ok the veteltable iniqui⸗ 
type; that thaſe men ( Papiſts J meane) 
haue kallen into, that haut ſhunned this 


meane, much leſle by them done, TAhat 
/ whazedom, adultrp,fomnicationyyta ſo⸗ 
dometrie, yea buggery and other filchi⸗ 


nes, that ought not to be named in the 


mouth ol Chaiftians)hath ben bythem 
tömitted, their aun Chꝛonographers 


e hiſtoꝛy wncers plainly detlate, æ this 
{apng wht they are made popiſypꝛielts 
is to plain, Si non caſte, tamen caute, 
that is, it thou canſt not liue chaſtly, vet 
take a mhoꝛe warily. It ſhal be beſt fo 
vs all thoſe iniquittes being ſet aſide, 
to inbʒace Gods countell, as the onely 
truth, and to ſhun the other as pꝛocte⸗ 
ding from the Diuell, the father at all 
lyes and liers: Moe though the Apo⸗ 


; ſtle voth comandLuery one to haue his 


ownwife foꝛ auopding of Foznication, 
pet is it not his meamng chat mari⸗ 


ages ſhoulde bee made in ſuche ſozte, 


as GO D himlelke hath fozbidden, 
that is to ſaye, that young 9 
map 


; AGodlySermon, 


map marxy, without conſent of parẽts. 
foꝛ in ſuch caſes, the aduiſe, counſell, 
agrement-of fathers, is of neteſſity re⸗ 
quired. It is wonderful to ſee, to what 


Rinde of vngodlines and diſobedience, 


the wozld in this behalfe is growne, fo 
mariages are made wichdut conſent oz 
counſaile ot parents, which is a plainc 
beach of Gods commandement. Ho- 
nor chi Father and thi mother, ꝶ this 
wirkednes is conſirmen and increaled 
in another reſpect, becauſe voung men 
thinke themſelues in this behalfe maze 
at liberty then maydens oꝛ Damoſels, 
Indeed if they could pꝛoue themſelues 
not to be childꝛen, and by the commans 
dement not to be tpeb to obedyence, as 
the other are, J could eaſily be perlma⸗ 
ded therein. But our wickedneſſe in 
both theſe caſes, is kar greater thẽ that 
ol che Gentiles. Fol in Gene ſis mee 


read, that Shechem after he had rauy | 


fact mas altogether vngddly) did deſire 
his Father to get him that mayde to 
wife, Jf Jnfidels and vnbeleeuers did 
N much eee 

t 


ber Dinah lacobsDanghter(whicht * 
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that p2ofelle godlinelle to arcompliſhe 


| the ſame : Surely Schechem had as 
Pire= 1 great pꝛiuileges as anp pong man can 


what now lay foꝛ himſelfe: fo beſides that 
nce, j he was a pong man, hee was a Lodes 
e foʒ ſonne, æ as it ſhould ſæme, the only ſon 


nt o: okhis father, and pet woulde not take 
aine martage in hand (though otherwile hee 
Ho- had committed a vilanous act) without 
this his Fathers conſent and aduiſe. Now 
alen this is kurther to be conſidered in this 
men (aſe on the Fathers part. Foz as p child 
node map not marry without the parents a⸗ 
ſels, | lowing and liking of the ſame: ſo can 
not the fathers oz mothers eyther en; 
fo2ce their childzen to make vngodlye 
mariages, oꝛ to hinder & let mariages 
was begun in Gods feare, As many doe at 
le in this dap, that berauſe one ot᷑ the parties 
that hath not aboundanee ok wealth, oz ſuch 
wee like, will not giue conſent to the mari⸗ 
ny- age ok their childꝛen. But rather they 
iche oughtto labour that in the Loꝛde, ſuch 
elire contracts and mariages, may as much 
e:to as in them lpeth, be furthered. Pozeo- 
did er in theſe woꝛds, Le: enery man haue 
ans a his own wife, & c. This is to be tonſide⸗ 
hat « red, that the Apoſtles mind is not to li⸗ 
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cence any tomarry with Jinfivels , oz 
of coʒrupt religion, vnhoneſt behautoz, - 
oz ſo foxth,but that they ſhold haue due 
conſideration of the parties to whome 
they purpoſe by Gods grace to ioyne 
themſelues and that they ſhoulde tho- 
rowlp know their religion & cõuerſatiõ 
becauſe mariage is not a bar foꝛ a day 
a werke, a month, v a pere only, but for 
tearme ok lite alſo,Surely to ſpeak my 
mind, J cannot without grefe conſider 
the great diſoꝛder and confuſion vſed 
inthe wo2ld at this day in this behalf, 
fo2 epther the beauty is one cauſe, e ſo 
they ſatiſfye their eye © carnall luſt, oz 
elſe mony 62 goods another cauſe thin- 
king therby to content their vnſatiable 
minds. Now adates neither religiũ no} 
honeſty ts in mariages demanded, but 
rather we aſke how fayze & beautifull, 
02 let me vnderſtand how much monye 
I ſhall haue.Uerelp fo2. a man to haue 
ſuch conſiderativs in chuſing of a wife 
is not altogether euill, becauſe a man 
mult chuſe him ſuch a one as w whom 
alone, he can holde himſelfe contente, ſa 
long as they ſhall live together, but to 
put thole things inthe firſt place _ 
rety 
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reth to ſuch men as we dealeh in theſe 
caſes, that we like beaſts rather feke 
things trauſitozp and vaine, J meane 


beauty, ſubſtance,wealch and ſuch like 


then their daughters and childzen,any 
b we moꝛe eſtem ofthe one then v other 
Beſide that, when mariages are made 
in ſuch ſozt, wout cõſideratid of religid 
# godlines (as if a chʒiſtiã oz profeſſor 
of the goſpel, ſhould marry with an in⸗ 
fidel, Turke, Jew, oꝛ Papiſt) we tread 
vnder our feet? Gods commãdemẽts, c 
wholy deſpiſe p exaple of godly & faith⸗ 
ful men. In the law it is ſapd to Þ peo⸗ 
ple of Jfrael,concernng the Gentiles 
which inhabited the land þ they wẽt to 
poſſeg. Thou ſhalt make no mariages 
with them, neither giue thy daughter to 
his ſoane,no2 take his daughter vnta 
thy ſonne: a reaſon is added. Fo2 they 


will cauſe thy ſonne to turn away from 
me, c to ſerue other Gods. Then will 


the wꝛath of the Lozd wax hote againſt 
you, & deſtroy thee ſodainely, wherefoze 
Abraham tcauſed the eldeſt ſeruaunt of 


ö his houſhold to [weare, that he ſhoulde 


not take a Mife vnta his ſonne of the 
daughters ofthe Cananits, amg 8 
C 2 e 
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he dwelt,but that he ſhoulde goe vnfo 
his countrie,# to his kind2ed, take a 
wife vnto his ſon Iſaac. The ſelfe ſame 
care we ſe to be in Rebecca & Iſaac, 


fo2 their ſon Iacob, and therekoze after 


that ſhe ſ@med to feare, leaſt he ſhoulde 
take one of the Daughters of Heth to 
wife, and had vttered the ſame grole 
vnto her huſband, Iſaac playnlye com- 
maundethhis ſonne, not to take a wife 
of the Daughters of Canaan, And in 
the new Teſtament it is ſayd: Be not 
vnequally poked w the Infidels. O but 
ſay ſome, I can reclapme her from vn⸗ 
delefe c vngodlines, to faith & vertue. 
Indeede ik thou were as ſtrong as Sãp- 
ſon, and as wiſe as Salomon, it might 
peraduenture ſinke into my bzaine, but 
if the ſtrongeſt and the wileſt were not 
able to reſiſt, how ſhal the weakeſt and 
the ſimpleſt be able to ſtande. This is 
reckoned as one of the greateſtreaſons 
of Sampſous ruine,fo2 taking a wile of 
the Daughters of the Philiſtines. And 
this is accounted as one ot the weigh⸗ 
tieſt cauſes of Salomons fall, that hee 
tokehim many wines ok outlandiſhe 
women, and ſtrange nations, whiche 
turned 
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turned away his hart from the ſeruice 
of che true God, after their falle Gods, 
And this is tudged tobe one of 5 ſins, 
fo2 which God bzought an vniuerſall 
floud vpon the whole earth,and the in- 
habitants therof, Fox that the ſonnes 
of God ſaw the daughters of men, that 
they were faxe, e they tooke the wiues 
ok all that they liked. Let vs therefo2e 
beware, and learne now at v length, to 
deale moze warily accoꝛding to Gods 
holy touncell in this and ocher matters 
then heretoloꝛe we haue done. Further⸗ 
mote this is to be noted that in that the 
Apoſtle will haue euerye man to haue 
his own wife, and euery wife her owne 
huſband, that he doth vtterlye take a⸗ 
way pol igamie oꝛ multitude of wines 
at one time. A doctrine not vnneceſlary 
and vnfit to be treated of in thts place, 
becauſe (as J heare ſay, c J do in part 


beleue it)p there bee ſome in Kent doe 


defend the ſame . J can not ſpeake of 
thts and other things ſolargelye as J 
would, becauſe J haue bene hitherto 
ſomwhat long, J wil ſap bothconcer- 
ning this and other thinges alſo that 
(ollow,mp mind bꝛekely. Whoſoeuer 

| C3 doth 
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doth defend this as lawfull and necel⸗ 
ſary, not only ſtriueth agaynſt the doc⸗ 


trine ok Gods ſpirit, in this place deli⸗ 


uered, who ſapth ſingularly every man 
nuft haue his own wife,not wiues, but 
a!ſo quite & clean turneth vpſide down 
the firſt inftitution of mariage, faz god 
in Paradiſe in v time of mãs innockcy 
aining woman vnto man as a helper, 
laid: oꝛ this cauſe ſhall a man foꝛſake 
kather & mother & cleaue to his wife, & 
they two ſhalbe one fleſh, not they thiee, 
not they foure, xc.butthey two. This is 
alſo to be conſtdered, the firſt bꝛeach 
of this oꝛdinance began, not in ß houſ- 
hold of the faithfull, but in the wicked 
(@d et ſtock o curſed Cain, foꝛ it is ſaid 
in Geneſis, chat Lame ch (ha came of 
Cains kindzed) toe ij. wiues, name 


ol the one was Adab, and the name of 


the other was Zilla. So that it ap⸗ 
pearcth that ail o either put in pꝛactiſe 
to haue many wiues, oꝛ defend p ſame, 
are of Cains pzopeny,p is, a frowarde, 
adulterous, æ wicked polleſis, neither 
is there any reaſon, why they ſhould ta 
this end obiect the examples of 5 Pa⸗ 
triarks and godly m7 of the old * be 
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foe » coming ot our ſauiour chꝛiſt, foꝛ 


in thẽ it was a great ſinne e inirmity, 


and had not the Loꝛd in merty, and inp 
death of Jeſus, who was the lamb, kil⸗ 
led frõ the beginning ofthe woꝛld, blot 
ted out their ſin, they had felt the payne 
and puniſhmẽt, H is euerlaſting death. 


| Dou ſa then v poligamie oꝛ multitude 


of wiues, cannot ſtand by Gods woꝛd. 
Let mans wit ſuppoſe what it ci, this 
only is the truth, j Lozd giue vs grace 


to imbzace and follow the ſame. It fol- 


loweth , Let che huſband giue unto the 
wife, & c. Now þ Apoſtle ſheweth how 
we ought to line after wee be maried, x 
firſt helateth out a general doctrine of 
mutual beneuolfce,p is of the dutye of 
the huſband toward the wife, e the wife 
toward the huſbid, wheras ſome haue 
vnderſtod by due beneuolence, che debt 
ofmariage,p is the ſatiſfying of luſt, 
it likethme not, becauſe it is ſomwhat 
to narrow. I inded iudge that this mo 
ued chẽ ſo to expound the ſame, foz that 
it follo wech p2eſently afterwardes, he 
wife h ath not power of her ohne body, 


Cc. But it will ſtande moze agreable 


with truth, it we ſay that to be inferreo 
C4 ne⸗ 
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neceſſarily, as a particular poynt oute 
of the foꝛmer, becauſe the Apoſtle here 
dealeth generally. Foz his meaning is 
that the huſband ſhould doe to the wife 
te the wife toward y hul bãd © one of th? 
toward 5; othet, al duties pertaining to 
mariage. To intreat of thẽ all particu⸗ 
larly, I cannot at this pꝛeſent, neither 
if I could would occaſiũ ſerue, 5 chie⸗ 
feſt of thẽ is that, which Peter ſpeaketh 
of, ᷣ there be betwixt thẽ ſuch a conlẽt. 
e vnity ot minds that their pꝛapers be 
not interrupted, by which woꝛde, it ap⸗ 
peareth, p pꝛiuate pꝛaiers were then, c 
Hold nom be vſed in pʒziuate houſes ch 
how much it is obſerued, let al iudge. J 
feare me, y if bouſholders ſhould be cal- 
led to accounts in this poynt, they wold 
come very ſhoꝛt. For wher as they pꝛai 
ed moꝛning i euening at p leaſt euerye 
dap, it is a great matter with vs, if we 
P2ap once a weke in our houſes, nay I 
iudge ſome of vs neither pꝛaye in our 
houſes,no2 in churches, but come thi⸗ 
ther only koz faſhid ſake, c this appea⸗ 
rech becauſe ther foloweth ſv litle fruit 
of cur pꝛayers.t᷑oꝛ if we pꝛayed hartily 
God wold here our pꝛaters willingly & 
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graunt our peticions effectually , But 
we alke many things, and obtayne few 
things, the cauſe is, fo2 that we aſk the 
not aright. It followeth, T he wife hath 
not power of her own,boaie,c-c.The me⸗ 
ning ts, that Godhath ſo created man 
fox woman, and woman fo2 man, that 
they cannot well be one without the o⸗ 
ther, vnleſle it be ſuch, as vpon whom 
he hath beſtowed the gift of chaſtitie: 
that ſentence ſerueth alſo well agaynſt 
Poligamie, oz pluralitie of wiues. Fo; 
if the bodie of the man beſo tyed to the 
bodie ofthe woman that the one is ſub- 
iect to the other, it cannot be, that the 
mi hath authoꝛity to take mote wines, 
no? the wife to take moze huſbands. It 
followeth, Defraud not one anot her, ex- 
cept it be cc, In theſe woꝛds Paul ſhe⸗ 
weth a notable remedie againſt 5 feig⸗ 
ned ſhew ol holines, x loue of ourſelues 
Foz Sathan many times pꝛicketh vs 
with a ſhew of weldoyng, to thinke our 
ſelues to be defiled by Þ cõpany of our 
wines, & therefo2e cauſeth vs to leaue 
our vocatton, and thinke of an other e- 
ſtate:as we reade that many men, and 
ſome kinges of this. realme, haue koz⸗ 

| | ſaken 
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ſaken their calling, left their wines x l 


become religious perſõs:ſo many wa- 
men haue fozſaken the duties of marri« 
age, it cloſed vp thẽſelues in vnreligi⸗ 


ous clopſtcrs.Belides this, mans na- | 
ture is ſuch, E it is ſo much addicted to 
che loue ot it ſelle, that at Sathans in⸗ 


ſtigation, the man dothnot only neglect 
his wife, but altogether loath her, aad 
likewiſe the wife the huſvand:foz theſe 
cauſes doth the Apoſtle ſo earneſtly d 
diligently reaſon of the mutual ſociety 
and loue betwixt man and wife;as ifhe 
ſhould ſay, it married perſons purpoſe 
to lead a ſingle life, eyther becauſe they 


ſuppoſe it to be moe holy, oz els are 


pꝛicked thereto w ſundꝛy kinds ok luſt, 
not contenting thẽlelues with that oꝛ⸗ 
dinary meane 5 God hath appointed, 
let thẽ conſider, that they are tyed one 
to the other by a mutuall band: the man 
is but onely the one halle of his body, 
ſo likewiſe the woman. Ulherefoze they 
haue not free libertie, to part aſunder 
as they luſt, c wh? they luſt: but rather 


they ought to weigh this, we cannot be 
one woutanother, we lack one anothers 


ayde, God hath ioyned vs together, to 
| helpe 
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| helpe one another, let vs therfoze one 
ayd anothers need. It they go ſo far þ 

they ſeparate thẽſelues, the Apoſtle re⸗ 
quireth,firſt a mutuall conſent, h is 
neceſſary, becauſe the continency not of 
vbne onlp, but of both of thẽ is haſarded. 
Secddlp, p it be but ſo2 a time, fozper- 
petuall chaſtitie is not in their power, 

but ia 5 gilt ot᷑ God. Thirdl, that they 
doe nat ther foꝛe abſteine from keeping 
companp one with another as though p 
abſtinence were of it ſelfe a good holy 
wozke, 92 a piece of Gods ſeruice, but 
p we map giue auer our ſelues to better 
exerciſes, to wit, faſting and prayrr: in 
ch wo2ds we haue to conſider, that the 
Apoſtle ſpeazeth not of euery ſozte of 
faſting, and euery kind of p2ayer. Do« 
bernes & tẽperancie are kinds of faſting 
& prayer, ſhold not only be dayly but 
alſo continuall. Me ſpeaketh therfoze of 
luch a 7ſt as is a publike and ſolemne 
teſtimonie ot repentice, by Wh we turn 
away gods wꝛath & vengeãte, oꝛ by ich 
the faithful pꝛepare thẽſelues to pr«yer 
when they take in hãd ſom earneſt mac- 
ter. The ſame may be ſayd of prayer, as 
fo2 exiple, whẽ ſome calamity o miſery 
18 
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is nigh, oz if ſome tokẽ of Gods wꝛath 
appeare, oꝛ when ſome matter ot great 


weight & impoztance is to be taken in 


hand, as the oꝛdering ot miniſters xc. 
And ſurely the Apoſtle doeth woꝛthily 


ioine theſe two together, not as thougg 
faſting were a piece of Gods ſeruice, 


but becauſe it is a pꝛeparation vnto 
P2aper,Fo2 the bodie being by faſting 
ſubdued, the moze willingly(by the aſ⸗ 


ſiſtance of Gods ſpirtte ) ſubmitteth it 


ſelfe vnto the ſpirite, & being both ioy⸗ 
ned, chey pouze fo2th mote harti ſuppli⸗ 
cations vnto 5 Loꝛd. And therefoze our 


ſauiour Chzilt ioyneth them together + 


in like ſoꝛt, when he ſaith, This kmd of 
diuils is not caſt forth but by faſting and 


prayer, Now the intheſe woꝛds ofy a- 
polkle, we haue a plaine ouerthꝛowe, ok 
that poptlh doctr ine of diuozce, 4 choro | 
e menſa, that is to ſaye, from bedde E 
booꝛd. They teach that foꝛ ſundzy cau⸗ 


ſes and endes, a man may be ſeparated 
from his wife, at the table and the bed, 


e yet the Apoſtle ſheweth, that ſuch ſe⸗ 
paration cannot be made, fo any ende 
but fo2 this, namely that they may giue 
ouer themlelues to kaſting and pꝛayer. 


Their 
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| Cheir cauſes are wozldlp & fleſhlp, but 
the Apoſtles end is ſpiritual c heauen- 
lp. No leſſe vaynely and fondly do they 
deale in the whole matter of Diuorce: 
fo2 whereas our ſauiour Chꝛiſt maketh 
burt one cauſe, and that is Fornicat ox, 
they make nyne oz ten at the leaſt: and 
| wheras by the warrant of Gods wozd, 
| kaultles party may marrie, ihe haue 
not the gift ok continencie (fo2 by p law 
: of Goy, the adulterer and adultereſſe 
2 Could both be put to death, as befoze J 
ſhewed inthe beginning, and the wo⸗ 
man is ſetſree,thehuſband being dead, 
; from the lawe of the man, and the man 
from the lawe ok p wife, the wife being 
dead) by 5 popiſh canon law pet in this 
ö realme mainteined, it cometh to paſſe, 
that neither p ſin is ſo grieuouſly pu⸗ 
| niſhed as ok right it ſhold, neither may 
the kaultles perſon marrie, but as wel p; 
guiltles as the gultie, yea though they 
baue not 5 gift of chaſtity, eniopnedto 
line a ſingle x ſole life, nay wold to god 
tt were not a ſhewd & ſinfull life. Now 


; it followeth, G again come together &c 


though y Apowle wil haue chꝛiſtian mẽ 
women foꝛ godly exerciſes ſake, to 
3 ſeparate. 
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ſeparate thẽſelues, vet he wil not haue 
that ſepar at iõ to endure ouer long, the 
reaſon is added, t Sathan tempt you 
not &c. As if the Apotile ſhould ſaye, 
when pe take vpon pou to abſtein long 
fro the ſociety one of another, and occa* 


ſion is p2ofered to Sathan to oppꝛeſſe 


vou, becauſe you take that in hand dh 
vou are not able toperfozme:fo? ſuch is 
the imbccillitie weakenes of the fleſh, 


that p one cannot long be wout the c- 


pany of the other, and therfoꝛe you had 
need lecke to pourſelues ſaith 5 Apoſtle 


foꝛ Þ aduerſary wil leaue no toʒner vn⸗ 


ſought, noꝛ any ſtone varolled, to pꝛo⸗ 
uoke you to wickednes x incontinency. 
Here we haue to learne that leſſon Wh 
Itouched inthe beginning, namely, þ 
God requircth pure & chaſt mindes, as 


wel as cleane bodies. And alſo we haue 


to note the malice of ſathan, who goeth 
about like a roꝛing lyon. ſeeking to de- 
uour vs:if we conſider his koꝛce, hee is 
ſtrõg as a lyon, it we weigh his ſubtilty 
be is called the great t olde ſerpent , & 
can tranſlate himſelfe into 5 likenes of 
an Angel of light:he ſpared not Chiiſt, 
but tempted him immediaclyafter bap⸗ 


tiſme, 
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tiſme, c therfoze he will not ceaſe to aſ⸗ 
ſaile vs, we had need therkoze to be ſo⸗ 
you ] ber & watchkul, and to pꝛap continually 
ve, w the diſciples fo; the tucreaſe of our 
ng laith, becauſe faith is y mean, by th we 
ca* mii reſiſt, e though his power be inp 
le: | ſcriptures coũted great, yet this ſingu⸗ 
h lar comfozt we haue in the ſame ſcrip⸗ 
is tres reuealed vnto vs, p he is but a co- 
h, ward, x plapeth 5; part ot᷑ a tyꝛant, who 
cd when he hath gotten any people vnder 
him in ſlauerie and bondage, doch mile⸗ 
rablpy toꝛment the, But it we reſiſt him 
(che diuill I meane) and ſet our ſelues 
againſt him he wil fle far krõ vs, koꝛ his 
tyranie is exerciſed only vpon the chil⸗ 
dꝛen of vnbeliefe:as foꝛ the faithfull, he 
is not able to touch the, wout gods ſuf⸗ 
ferance and appointmẽt:he cold not en⸗ 
terinto a fem ſwine, til Chꝛiſt gaue him 
leaue. e could not tauch the body and 
goods of Job, til God ſuffered him:his 
power is not increaſed, no the ſtrẽgth 
nnd arme ot our Lozd any whit at al a⸗ 
bated. It remaineth then v we ſet our 
(elues in conflict & ſkirmihh againſt the 
diull, we ſhzinke not, foꝛ then we lie opt 
to be wounded, The Apoſtle hath in the 
| Epheſiaus 


Epheſians deſcribed Panoplciar, that 
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is to ſap, complet harneſle of a chꝛiſtiã, 
he appotateth euery one to haue their 
loynes girded about w veritie, hauing 
on the bꝛeaſtplate of righteouſnes, their 
feete ſhod wthe pꝛepar ation of the goſ- 
pell of peace, 5 ſhield of faith, p helmet 
of ſaluation, © the ſwoꝛd of the ſpirite. 
Marke how ÿ Apoſtle armeth a chꝛiſtiã 
fouldicr in the foze parts, 4 appointeth 
him in harnes fo2 his backe to defend p 
wall: by which 5 ſpirtt ol God teacheth 
vs, w what valiant courage we ſhould 


be invited, when we come to ſkirmiſh W 


the diuill: we may not in any caſe turne 


dur backs to him, foꝛ then we lie op?;# 


eaſily reteiue his woũds, but reſiſt him 
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by faith, as J ſaid befoze,& he will flee © 


far frõ vs. The Loꝛd indue vs wfozce 
and ſtrength of his ſpirit fro aboue, to 


. ſtand Sathan, & all his wicked tẽp⸗ 


tations, ⁊ impꝛint theſe things in our 


hearts which we haue heard, to the a⸗ 
mendment of our ſinfull liues and con⸗ 


uerſation, to the gloꝛy ot his name tho⸗ 
row Jeſus Ch itt, to whom with p ho⸗ 


ly Gholt, be al honoz and gloꝛy foꝛ euer 


and euer, Amen. Let vs pay, 
1 50 FINIS. 


